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ON DELAYS BEFORE dmyvaynW IN GREEK TRAGEDY. 
By William P. Dickey. 

Presented by M. H. Morgan, March 11, 1908. Received March 26, 1908. 

The purpose of this paper is to make a comparative study of delays 
before recognitions in Greek tragedy with a view to determining the 
justification for the disputed passage (518-544) in the Electra of Eu- 
ripides. 1 Before proceeding to a direct examination of extant recog- 
nition scenes, which shall be our chief concern, I deem it advisable 
to consult Aristotle, whose Poetics cannot be ignored by any student 
of Greek tragedy; for in that treatise we possess the judgments of 
a Greek upon Greeks according to certain principles based upon an 
accurate and scientific study of an extensive literary material most 
of which is no longer extant. 

No one, so far as I know, has made any improvement on Aristotle's 
definition of drayvojpto-t? which we find in chapter xi 2 of the Poetics : 
avayvwpuTK Se, Sxnrep /cat rowofia (rtjp.al.vci, ef dyi/oias eis yvSxriv fi€Ta/3»\rj, 
■q eis <f>i\iav rj eis t)(0pa.v, tu>v irpos «VTt>Y/ay -q hvfrru\iav toptayxei'ojv — 
'Recognition, as the name indicates, is a change from ignorance to 
knowledge, producing love or hate between the persons destined by 
the poet for good or bad fortune.' In chapter vi, 3 along with 
TrepnreTcicu, the avayvwpims is recognized as a part of the plot and 
one of 'the most powerful elements of emotional interest in Tragedy.' 
Finally, I am much indebted to Aristotle for his classification of 
recognitions and examples of each kind, which are to be found in 

1 The subject of this paper was suggested by the arguments advanced by 
August Mau (Zu Euripides Elektra, Commentationes Philologiae in Honorem 
Th. Mommseni, 1877, pp. 291-301 ) to show that verses 518-544 of the Electra are 
inartistic and inappropriate, and, therefore, an interpolation. On page 297 of 
this article Man, after remarking that the spectator knows that the recognition 
is about to take place, says : ' In diesem Augenblick der grossten Spannung, 
muss nun zunachst dies miissige Gerede eintreten,' seemingly implying thereby 
that the passage in question unnecessarily delays the recognition; hence the 
reason for my consideration of this subject. 

s I quote Bywater's text, and Butcher's translation. 

3 Poetics VI, 1 7 : vpbs 5e Tofarots t& fieyttrra ots tyvx&y&y** V Tpayytiia, rod fxvdov 
fitpy etrriv, at re irtpnr4retat Kal avayvwpiireis. 
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chapter xvi. Such portions of this chapter as serve my purpose will 
be mentioned later. 

My study of the above-mentioned passages of Aristotle has natur- 
ally referred me to recognition scenes in the Odyssey, from which 
it appears that such scenes are as old as Greek literature. It is in- 
teresting to note that the Homeric recognition scenes are compara- 
tively simple, 4 but none the less effective and in keeping with the 
general character of the epic. A brief examination of these scenes 
follows. At the beginning of the fourteenth book of the Odyssey 
Odysseus returns to Ithaca, and, in the guise of a beggar, presents 
himself at the hut of Eumaeus, the swineherd, where he receives a 
warm reception. One might expect that Odysseus, overjoyed by his 
safe return, would disclose his identity at once, but not so ; even an 
epic poet could show ingenuity in delaying recognition scenes so as 
to make them occur where they suited his purpose best. In this par- 
ticular case it was necessary to interpose a delay until Telemachus 
could return from Sparta, and incidentally the poet had an opportunity 
to pit Eumaeus and Odysseus against each other as story-tellers, 
whereby the latter became acquainted with the general situation of his 
household affairs. Finally Telemachus appears at the hut of Eu- 
maeus at the beginning of Book XVI, yet there is no spontaneous 
recognition between father and son ; but after Eumaeus has gone to 
the palace to inform Penelope of the arrival of Telemachus, Athena 
(172 5 ) transforms Odysseus, the beggar, into Odysseus, the prince, 
who (188) declares to his startled son dAAa ira-njp red's dfu. In spite 
of this divine manifestation, Telemachus doubts, and delays his final 
acquiescence until 214, 6 after Odysseus has explained the transforma- 
tion. Therefore, since we cannot regard this recognition as complete 
until 214, and inasmuch as the evidence is all in at 188, and what 
follows to 213 is a mere explanation, or resume^ of the real evidence, 
I must consider the intervening verses a conscious delay which I shall 
designate as secondary, as distinguished from that more general and 
longer delay (in this case from the beginning of Book XVI to verse 
172), which may properly be called primary. Let us take another 
case and see if we can detect a similar delay. 



* I am inclined to believe, however, that the recognition scenes show some 
development, though it is not my purpose now to discuss the relative chronology 
of books of the Odyssey on the basis of recognition scenes. Throughout this 
paper my references to ' Homer ' are in the generic sense. 

6 1i, koX xpweip P&ffl>t iteyi&aoaT' 'Aefirq. (I quote Cauer's text of the Odyssey.) 

* Od. XVI, 213-214 : Ti]Ai/u«xos 8e | ifupixvdeU irarep' iaffKhv oSvpero Sdxpva 
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In Book XIX, 53ff. 7 we find Odysseus, in response to her request, 
before Penelope ready for the interview in which he hears her story 
of her trials with the suitors, and in which he, upon request, discloses 
his fictitious lineage, adding a charming account of himself as host 
of Odysseus in Crete, and closing with the utterance of his belief that 
Odysseus will return. However much Odysseus might naturally have 
desired a recognition at this point, the poet would not allow it. The 
' primary' delay in this case was to continue to Book XXIII, about which 
I shall have something to say later. To continue with Book XIX, we 
see that Odysseus so endeared himself to Penelope by his specious 
stories that she gave an order that he be well entertained. Then fol- 
lows the bath scene and the recognition of Odysseus by his old nurse, 
Eurycleia. It will be observed that this recognition is preceded by 
a 'primary' delay, and so managed that the scar on the foot of 
Odysseus is to be recognized by Eurycleia only, who is made to keep 
the secret and become an aid to her master in executing his plans. 
The general order of Penelope to her maids to wash the feet of Odys- 
seus and prepare his bed is met by his objection and his suggestion 
that some aged, 8 sober-minded woman, who had borne as many sor- 
rows as himself, might touch bis feet, etc. The ' primary ' delay in this 
case extends from 317 (where Penelope says to her maids, aAAd p.w, 
S.fi<l>v7roXoL, airovL\j/a.T£, KarOtTc 8' etvqv) to 376, where Eurycleia, after a 
touching reminiscence of her master, says : t<o o-e 71-oSas vtyw, a/ia t' 
avrrjs IlrjveXoTreiiji | Kal uiBev eive/c', iirei fi.01 opaJperai a/8061 Ovfi.b<s j Kr}8e<nv, 
dAA' aye vvv £wUt, ctos, ottl kcv eittu) ' | woXXol 8r] ^civoi raAajreiptoi h/Od.8' 
ikovto, I aAA' ov irut riva (j>rj/j.l ioiKora <58e I8eo-0ai, | a>s crii S^aas 
tfxavrjv re iroSas t' '08vo~rji lotxas 9 — almost a case of recognition 
€« o-vWoyur/jiov — to which Odysseus replies, & ypv^i °^ T ' <t>ao-lv oo-ot 
l8ov 6<f>9a\fj.oL(riv I rj/xias ajiwpOTepous, p.dAa cuceAco aXkrjXouv | l/t/tei/ai, <J)9 
<rv irep airr] im<j>pov£ov<r' dyopcuets. 10 Following close upon this in- 
tuition of Eurycleia occurs the statement in 392-393, avrUa 8' eyvm | 
oiXrjv, ktA. To be sure, the old nurse recognized the scar and im- 
mediately gave Utterance to rj p.dA' 'OSvo-crevs io-0-1, <f>iXov reVos, 11 ktX., 
but, in effect, the poet's zeal for accounting for the scar really delays 
for the reader the completion of the recognition until 474 — a rather 
remarkable continuation of the ' secondary ' delay, which was possible 
for the epic, but impossible, I take it, in a similar case, for tragedy. 

A third case of recognition in the Odyssey that deserves notice is 

7 Od. XIX, 53 : ^ S' Uv £k $a\d/ioio Trepi<ppwv nijj/f \61reta ktA. 
» Vid. XIX, 346-348. 9 Od. XIX, 376-381. 

» Ibid. XIX, 383-385. " Ibid. XIX, 474. 
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found in Book XXI, 193 ff. 12 , where Odysseus reveals himself to Phi- 
loetius, the neatherd, and Eumaeus, the swineherd. In this case the 
' primary ' delay is obvious ; the poet purposely delayed this scene 
until it suited his purpose best, which was to prove the loyalty of these 
servants and to secure their services for the work in hand against the 
suitors. Here also a ' secondary ' delay occurs, though it is short 13 
and pointed. Odysseus makes sure of their loyalty, declares himself, 
and produces the scar as evidence. 

Again, in Book XXII, 35, 14 Odysseus reveals himself to the suitors, a 
recognition long delayed by the poet. This recognition is momentarily 
expected from the time that Odysseus strung the mighty bow (XXI, 
409, 15 and in 412, /j.vt]a-Trjfxnv 8' ap' a^os yeVero /xeya), but the poet in- 
terposes a slight delay until Odysseus has slain Antinous. Then he 
declares himself to the suitors and predicts their destruction. 16 

Finally, we have to consider the recognition scene between Odysseus 
and Penelope, which is consummated in Book XXIII. How skilfully 
did the poet pass by many opportunities and delay this scene until the 
serious business of housecleaning had been finished ! 17 In the begin- 
ning of Book XXIII Eurycleia, under orders from Odysseus, goes to 
awake 18 Penelope and to announce that her husband is present. Here 
begins the ' secondary ' delay, which is rather longer than in the cases 
noted above, the conclusive evidence beginning at 183 S> ywm, ktX., and 
concluding at 204 19 — an account of Odysseus' massive bed in his 
chamber fashioned about an olive shrub. It will be observed that the 
poet has made more of this recognition scene than any of the others. 
Penelope is rather obstinate and hard to convince ; she will not accept 
the statements of the old nurse, even when she hears of the scar, — an 
evidence of the poet's good taste, — but must test him according to 
signs 20 hidden from the rest. Thereupon Odysseus convinces her by 
his story of the bed mentioned above. In this case it appears that 
Penelope reasoned thus : only Odysseus could have such knowledge 



12 $ovKo\e Kal <ri, <rv<popfi4, ?iros tI kc fi.vi)i\oaitn\v ktX. 
" 193-206. 

14 & xives, oi fi' ir' £<p&OKe8' inrorpoirov oIkoZ' MaBai ktA. 

15 XXI, 409 : . . . rdvvaev fiiya r6l-ov 'OSvaatis. 

18 Od. XXII, 41 : vvv vfilv Kal iracriv b\«)pov ireipar' icprjirrai. 

17 I maintain that our poet in thus delaying this recognition scene displays no 
little knowledge of human nature. 

18 XXIII, 5 f£. : tfypeo, \li)ve\oTreia, <j>i\ov re/cos, 8<ppa tSiiat, kt\. 

19 203-204 : . . . Ar^os, t\& tis ^Sr) | avipav iWoae $rJKe, ra/ti>v Stto iruBfitv' 
eAaiijy. 

20 Od. XXIII, 109-110 : «<tt< yhp ri/uv | <r^/uo8' & 5J) Kal vmi K(Kpvnn4va iSpcr 
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about the bed, etc. ; this man has the knowledge, therefore he is Odys- 
seus — a clear case of avayvu>p«ris i< <rv\.\oyurfn.ov, which Aristotle 21 
recognizes as second best. 

Thus stand the Homeric recognition scenes that have come to my 
knowledge 22 — scenes comparatively simple, and yet such, I think, as 
show some development from the simple to the complex. In view of 
the foregoing study I conclude that the poet had full control over his 
recognitions, and did not insert them in a haphazard way, but with due 
regard for the purpose for which they were intended, in consequence of 
which his skill and ingenuity in the matter of ' primary ' delays had 
free play ; and that there is just reason for postulating ' secondary ' 
(or shall I say prefatory f) delays which in the case of the epic are, in 
effect, announcements to the reader or hearer that recognitions are 
about to take place. Now, that 'primary' delays before recognitions 
in Greek tragedy are evident is likely to be conceded by all. The im- 
portance of recognition scenes in Greek tragedy must be obvious to 
every student of Greek literature, regardless of his knowledge of Aris- 
totle's Poetics. That th« Greek tragic poets show much variety and 
skill in handling such scenes, particularly in the matter of delaying 
them to the point where they considered them most effective in their 
particular plots, must be patent to any one who has read the plays in 
which recognition scenes occur. Therefore, in the following study of 
recognition scenes in Greek tragedy, what I have chosen to call ' pri- 
mary ' delays I shall consider only incidentally, and shall give most of 
my attention to the special delays which I assume usually appear be- 
fore the final act of recognition, and which, for the want of a better 
name, I have denominated 'secondary.' 

With deep regret that I am unable to determine the nature of the 
many recognition scenes, which we know existed in intervening litera- 
ture, 23 I must take a long step from the Odyssey to the Choephori of 
Aeschylus ; and, having passed from epic to tragic poetry, I am sorely 
disappointed in finding extant so few of the many tragedies 24 that 
had recognition scenes — Aeschylus furnishes us a single recognition 
scene ; Sophocles, two ; Euripides, five, if we count two for the Iphigenia 
in Tauris. 



"• Poetics, XVI, 12. 

22 It does not seem worth while to record my private consideration of that 
excellent recognition scene (XVII, 292 ff.) in which "Apyos was TrpuTayavtariis. 

23 The N<foT<M of the Trojan Cycle, the source of the Choephori, the Electras, 
Helen ; the OtSnrSSem of the Theban Cycle ; the 'Opiareia of Stesichorus, etc. 

24 Our knowledge of lost tragedies in which recognitions existed is too meagre 
to be of any value for this report. 
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The Choephori of Aeschylus. 

In considering the recognition scene of the Choephori I shall try to 
avoid any generalizations on Aeschylus's mode of dealing with recogni- 
tion scenes, except to state that it seems likely that the real father 
of Greek tragedy probably adhered more closely to the models of 
his predecessors, and that his recognition scenes were simpler than 
those of his successors. What then is the nature of the recognition 
scene in the Choephori ? I consider it somewhat as follows. Knowing 
that every form of the legend upon which this drama is built requires 
an drayvoi/Ho-is, the audience 25 at the very outset has a preposses- 
sion that there is to be a recognition scene, and it seems safe to assume 
that to this the nimble-witted Greeks look forward, eager and curious 
to see how Aeschylus is going to handle the scene. This preposses- 
sion of the audience is reinforced by the action of Orestes in 6-7. 26 
irAoica/iOV 'Iva^u) Bpejrrrjpiov, | rov Stvrcpov 8e roVSe Trevd^rqpiov. After 
this it is only a question of delay, and, in this case, the ' primary ' 
delay continues to 165 where Electra says, viov h\p.vOov toOSc Kowmvyo-are, 
and 167, 6pS> to/aoTov toV8« fioo-Tpvxov, the beginning of the ' secondary ' 
delay. These words of Electra mean to the audience that the recogni- 
tion is about to take place, and I venture to say that every Greek in 
the audience ' sits up and takes notice ' accordingly. This ' second- 
ary ' delay continues through 211, where Electra says, wdpevTi 8' <18is 
koI <f>pevS>v Kara<p6opa. By the locks of hair and the footprints Electra 
is almost convinced, and yet in doubt. For the resolution of this 
doubt Orestes appears at the psychological moment and the final act 
of recognition takes place, not only through Orestes' reiteration of the 
evidence already adduced, but by producing a piece of weaving (iSov 8' 
v<j>aa-p.a tovto, 231), adding thereto all the expression of which a good 
actor 27 is capable. Thus ends the recognition, which occurs rather 
early in this play as compared with recognitions in Sophocles and Eurip- 
ides. It suited Aeschylus' dramatic economy to make it thus. Surely 
there is no evidence that it fell flat. The reason for its early occur- 
rence does not here concern me ; and as it stands it supports my theory 
of a ' secondary ' delay. 



2 5 Throughout this inquiry I try to consider the matter from the point of view 
of the audience. 

26 I quote the Oxford text, edited by A. Sidgwick. 

2T I am inclined to believe that modern critics too often underestimate histri- 
onic ability and effectiveness, which must have meant much to the Greeks. 
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Sophocles. 

Ehctra. 

The recognition scene in the Electra of Sophocles presents some 
striking differences as compared with that of the Choephori ; first in 
the length of the ' primary ' delay and in the skilful management of 
the ' secondary ' delay made possible by the introduction of the um 
filled with the supposed ashes of Orestes. The recognition is expected 
from the beginning. The audience knows that Orestes is present, and 
he heightens the interest by saying in 80, 28 ap'io-rlv f/ oVo-r^vos 'HAoo-pa, 
upon hearing her lo> poifioi in 77, likewise by depositing locks of hair 
at his father's tomb (/capctTo/tois ^AiSous, 52), which is particularly rein- 
forced by the announcement of Chrysothemis in 900-901, eo-xarr)* 0* 6pm 
I TTvpS.'s vtmprj /36a-Tpvxov reTp.rjfi.evov, although developments have been 
such that Electra cannot on such evidence share the belief of her sister 
that Orestes has recently visited the tomb. Finally, the appearance of 
Orestes and Pylades (1098), face to face with Electra, must signify to 
the audience that the long delayed recognition is about to take place. 
At this point begins the ' secondary ' delay, which is skilfully drawn 
out until Orestes is made to end it in 1221-1223, rr/vSe 7rpoo-f3kiij/ao-d 
p.ov I <r<f>paylha 7rarpos eKfioS' el <ra.<pi) Xeyw. 

Oedipus Tyrannus. 

In this drama, which appears to have the most complicated plot of 
any extant Greek tragedy, one should expect to find a most highly de- 
veloped recognition scene ; such is the case. From the announcement 
of the oracle (106-107 w ) to wreak vengeance on the murderers of Lai'us, 
the audience must look forward to the recognition, knowing that the 
self-discovery of Oedipus means his ruin. The plot is complicated, and 
an opportunity for delay is given by the introduction of the Corinthian 
element. The final act of recognition depends on the convergence of 
the evidence of the Theban and Corinthian herdsmen, the former pos- 
sessing the key to the situation. This the audience understands, and 
therefore must take special interest in Oedipus' decision (859-860, 
dAA' o/xws rbv ayporrjv | Trepij/ov two. o-reXovvra pt]8e tovt a.<f>fjs) to Summon 
the peasant who was present at the murder of Laius. But the 'pri- 
mary ' delay is extended by the introduction of the Corinthian herds- 
man, who shows that Oedipus is not the son of Polybus and Merope", 

28 I quote the text of Dindorf. 

s * roirov Bav6vros vvv &n<TTcAA« <ra<pas \ robs avroivras x c 'p' Tifiupeiv rtva. 
vol. xliii. — 30 
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and we are brought to the ' secondary ' delay at 1117 (ZyvmKa yap, <ra<p 
ur6i Aaiov yap fy | eiJrcp rts dAAos ■jtiotos o>s vop.tv<s avijp) where the 
Theban herdsman is brought in and identified by the chorus. Then 
follows the triangular colloquy between the Corinthian, Oedipus, and 
the reluctant Theban herdsman, that brings us to the recognition (and 
7repiirereta) in 1182 (lov lov ' ra. iravr' av i£rJKOi <ra<f>rj, kt\.), where Oedipus 

is finally convinced. Here again we find a well-defined case of a 
'secondary' delay. 

Euripides. 

Ion. 

In this drama Euripides has tried his hand at complicating the plot, 
but has cheated the imagination of the audience by disclosing every- 
thing in.the prologue. The ' primary ' delay is purposely made long 
and handled with some skill, but I have no doubt that the audience 
marked the beginning of the ' secondary ' delay, which really begins at 
1261 30 ( 5> Tavp6p.op<pov Sfifia K^wrov iraTpos, ktA,), where Ion, after the 
frustration and discovery of Creusa's plot to kill him, discovers her at 
the altar and prepares to kill her. This delay is further prolonged 
and accentuated by the necessity for the appearance of the Pythian 
priestess (1320, oti^es, 3> rcm kt\.), whom the poet, in dire straits, has 
to call upon to produce the evidence 31 whereby the recognition may 
be effected at 1437, <5 <pi\t6.ti) ftoi pf/rep, kt\., and 1439, 5 t4kvov, ktX. 
Here we find another case of ' secondary ' delay, and that rather long. 

Iphig&nia in Tauris. 

Likewise in this play Euripides, by his rather long prologue, ac- 
quaints the audience with the general situation. Immediately follow- 
ing Iphigenia's misinterpretation of her dream, whereby she concludes 
that her brother is dead, Orestes appears at 67 (opa, <pu\ao-o-e prj tis b> 
oTi/3a> /SpoToiv, words addressed to Pylades), and, in fact, is an- 
nounced to the audience by Pylades in 71, cp-oiy', 'Opco-ro. Here be- 
gins the real ' primary ' delay, which is well managed in view of the fact 
that Iphigenia and Orestes think each other dead. It is worthy of note 
in this connection to observe the epic flavor that Euripides gave the 



30 I quote the text of Nauck, 3d ed. 

31 A recognition is effected in the Rudens of Plautus (1154 ff.) in a similar 
manner, apparently a direct imitation of the scene in the Ion ; Creusa establishes 
her identity by describing, previous to seeing, the ' swaddling clothes ' of her son ; 
similarly, Palaestra describes certain crepundia in order to prove that she is the 
daughter of Daemones. 
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drama by giving the herdsman, who acts in the capacity of a herald, 
such a long speech (260-339) in which to report the capture of Orestes 
and Pylades ; and thereby he adds to the delay before the recognition. 
No doubt the audience begins to suspect that the recognition is going 
to happen pretty soon after the herald's report of their capture ; and 
certainly the searching questions, begun by Iphigenia at 472, t« Spa f*.rjrr)p 
fj T€Kov<r' fyxos troTt \ irarrip t' ; dSeAxpi; 32 t', kt\., and continued at some 
length, reinforced by her decision (reached by her examination of the 
captives), to send a letter by one of the captives to her friends at Argos, 
etc., signify to the audience that the recognition scene is on. I should say, 
therefore, that the 'secondary' delay begins at 472, and that the recog- 
nition is really complete at 773, when Iphigenia says to Orestes, $>' ty 
opqs <rv ; but he is not allowed to declare himself until 795 (<2> <f>iXrd.r>] 
/tot <rvyyov', ktX.), when Iphigenia has finished reading the letter. Mark- 
ing the real completion of the recognition at 773, we have before us a 
' secondary ' delay of three hundred verses in which the poet shows ex- 
traordinary skill in handling a delicate situation in a manner quite as 
satisfactory to the audience, I imagine, as to Aristotle, 33 who puts his 
stamp of approval upon this recognition scene. On this splendid scene, 
whereby Orestes recognized his sister, Euripides spent his force and had 
to resort to inferior means to make Orestes known to Iphigenia. From 
the very nature of the case (for the second recognition is but a neces- 
sary sequel to the first), there is no ' primary ' delay to the second rec- 
ognition, and therefore the short delay that does occur before the 
recognition, — a delay made necessary by the necessity of manufactur- 
ing convincing evidence, — must be called ' prefatory ' rather than 
'secondary.' 



The prologue to this play explains practically everything except the 
whereabouts of Menelaus. Perhaps the audience had a presentiment 
from the beginning that Menelaus would appear at the proper time, 
and that there would be a recognition. This latter is practically cer- 
tain when Menelaus appears on the scene at 386, and particularly 
when he hears in 470 ('EXe^ ko.t' o'kovs «n-i, ktA.) that Helen is in the 
house. At 528 Helen appears again, having learned from Theonoe 
that her husband is still alive, and everything is ready for the recogni- 
tion. The ' secondary ' delay begins at 541 (la rk oStos ;), when Helen 
sights Menelaus, and leads up to the recognition that is completed at 

32 Does not Euripides 'give the situation away' by not calling for an 
&Se\<p6s « 

33 Poetics, XVI, 11. 
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622-623, where Menelaus says, tout' ?o-t' ckcTpo • ivfifiefiao-iv ol Xoyoi | 

01 Trj(j$> aXrflas, ktX. 

Electra. 

I have purposely reserved for the last the consideration of the recog- 
nition scene of Euripides's Electra, which contains the disputed passage 
mentioned at the beginning of this paper. My consideration of this 
scene shows nothing very different from what has been noted in the 
other Euripidean recognition scenes. As usual, Euripides states his 
case in the prologue, and straightway brings on Orestes 34 , who has 
paid a visit to his father's tomb during the night and made offerings 
of his hair, with the accompanying rites. The appearance of Orestes 
assures a recognition, and with the audience there is only the question 
of how Euripides will bring it about. They wondered, no doubt, how 
his treatment would differ from those of Aeschylus and Sophocles. 
Orestes meets Electra (220, pkv\ S> rdXawa, ktA.) and assures her that 
her brother is alive but in exile (236), learns the status of the family 
affairs, assures himself of her willingness to assist in slaying the mur- 
derers of their father, learns that there is only one who would be able 
to identify him (287, Trarpos ye TrcuSaycoyos dpxaios yep<ov), after which 
he is about at a loss for words, when the peasant, the nominal husband 
of Electra, appears just in time to relieve the situation. After receiving 
an explanation about the presence of the strangers, he extends to them 
the hospitality of his home, for which he is censured by Electra, and 
despatched forthwith to the aged guardian 35 of Agamemnon to re- 
quest that he lend material aid in providing a banquet for the stran- 
gers. The peasant goes out at 430, and is not allowed to return. 
During the supposed meantime, which is a pretty short time, the 
chorus is called upon to entertain the audience until the old man 
(irpecrfivs) can arrive with a young offspring of his flock 36 , some 
fresh cheese and old wine. It happens, however, that the old gentle- 
man has stopped by the tomb of Agamemnon, whereon he discovered 

the shorn locks of hair (515, £av8ijs re xalrrjs fioarTpvxows K€Kap/x.€vov<;') 

which, he ventures to assert to Electra, may have been offered by 
Orestes, and thereby provokes a discussion with Electra that has given 
certain latter-day scholars considerable trouble. 

With the situation thus before us, let us see about the ' secondary ' 
delay before the recognition. As stated above, the audience is assured 
of a recognition by the presence of Orestes. It may be thought that 

3 * 82 ff . 

36 409 : l\6' &>s waKathv rptxphv t/iov <pl\ov ifarp6s. 
36 494 ff. 
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the ' secondary ' delay begins at 220, with the meeting of Orestes and 
Electra, but I am convinced that this whole scene between them, and 
even up to the arrival of the old man (487), is a part of the ' primary ' 
delay. I think the mention of the old man in the prologue is signifi- 
cant to the audience : that is, he is to play an important part in the 
drama, perhaps in the recognition scene ; and this belief of mine is 
strengthened by the statement of Electra (285) that only one of her 
friends (the iraiSaywyos) would know Orestes — and, finally, the old 
man is to appear ostensibly for another purpose, but in reality to effect 
the recognition for which the parties concerned (Orestes and Electra) 
are present and ready when he arrives at 487 and inquires for Electra. 
I assume, therefore, that the eagerly awaited arrival of the old man is 
a signal, so to speak, to the audience that the recognition is about to 
be effected. Hence the ' secondary ' delay begins at 487, and the 
recognition is actually completed in 577-578, when Electra says, 

<TUjU./?oAo(.cri yap | tois <rois Treirocr/ttH Ovftov. It is not my purpose to 

discuss the disputed passage at length from an artistic point of view 
in order to combat the view of Mau, whom Mr. Tucker 37 follows ; 
but I wish to call special attention to the fact that, even counting the 
disputed passage, the ' secondary ' delay before the recognition is only 90 
verses in length (from 487 to 577) — and even this can reasonably be 
shortened if we eliminate the introductory remarks of the old man 
about his provisions, etc., and make the weeping of the old man 
(501-502, eyu) 8e Tpv\e.i T<58' ifj.5>v 7T£7rX.o)v Kopas | 8aKpvouri rey£as e^o/xdp- 
£a<r6cu. 0eAa>) the real signal for the beginning of the recognition scene, 
thus making the ' secondary ' delay before the recognition 76 verses in 
length. In the first event we find a ' secondary ' delay (i. e., from the 
time that the signal appears to be given to the audience that the recog- 
nition is about to take place until it is actually effected) of 90 verses ; 
in the second event, a delay of 76 verses. By eliminating 518-544, 
the interpolated passage, according to Mau, my figures for the delay 
would become 63 and 49 respectively. Let us see how these figures 
compare with those given for ' secondary ' delays found in other trage- 
dies, especially those of Euripides. 

' Secondary ' delays before recognitions : 
Aeschylus — Choephori : 235-165 = 70 

Sophocles — Electra : 1221-1098 = 128 

Oedipus Tyrannus : 1 182-1 1 1 7 = 65 

ST The Choephori of Aeschylus, Introd. p. lxxi ft. 
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Euripides — Ion : 1437-1261 = 176 

Iphigenia in Tauris : 773-472 = 301 

Helen : 622-541 = 81 

Electra : 577-487 = 90, or 577-501 = 76 

By eliminating 518-544 : 63 Jfi 

From these statistics I am not disposed to draw any dogmatic con- 
clusions. To my mind they only show in a general way (a) a tendency 
toward a lengthening of the ' secondary ' delay (and, even this state- 
ment must be taken with some reservation, for I find it impossible, in 
view of the uncertain date of some of the plays, to reduce this matter 
to a chronological basis), particularly on the part of Euripides ; 38 
(b) ' secondary ' delays of about equal length (accepting the full text 
of the Ekctra) in the Helen and the Electra, which appear to be plays 
of about the same date ; (c) a ' secondary ' delay in the Electra (reject- 
ing the disputed passage) shorter than appears in any extant tragedy, 
and it seems to me unlikely that this should be the case. It appears 
that the very nature of the case is such in this ' secondary ' delay of the 
Electra as to warrant the assumption that the audience would expect 
the loquacious old man to give a pretty full report 39 of his side trip to 
the tomb of Agamemnon, in spite of the fact that the poet apparently 
made use of it to criticise one of his predecessors. 40 



38 This is especially true in the case of his better tragedies, to which distinc- 
tion the Helen and the Electra can lay no claim. 

39 Otherwise I fail to see any motive for mentioning his visit to the tomb. 

40 In addition to the foregoing consideration of the bearing of delays before 
recognitions on our passage, I wish to add gratuitously at this point some observa- 
tions made while pursuing my investigation, which may lend further weight to 
my final conclusion. In the first place, I believe that the locks of hair deposited 
on the tomb of Agamemnon, though primarily deposited as a religious act of 
filial duty, had become fixed in the Orestean legend as one of the recognized 
means of bringing about the recognition. Aeschylus skilfully followed the 
legend ; Sophocles delicately acknowledged the legend with negative results in 
the case of Chrysothemis ; Euripides acknowledged and expressed his disapproval 
of the legend. This assumption, if justified, makes it necessary to retain the 
disputed passage. 

In the second place, why does Euripides use <n//i/3oAoi<ri (577) instead of <rvfi- 
$6K<p 1 May it not be that Electra, perhaps unconsciously, includes the proofs or 
tokens in the disputed passage with the scar in 573 ? In other cases (cf . Or. 1 130 ; 
Ion 1386) when Euripides uses tripftoXov, the singular and plural seem to be 
properly differentiated. 

Finally, in El. 568, after the wp«r0is has said to her in the preceding verse, 
fihfyov vvv eis t6v&, Si tckvov, rbv <pi\Ttnov, Electra says 7raAai SeSot/ca ft)} <x& y' 
ovk4t' eS (ppoyrjs. Now, what is the force of rdhai here (cf. its use in El. 357, 
where the reference is certain), and, in fact, the justification of the statement, if 
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111 summarizing the results of my investigation it appears (1) that 
there is sufficient evidence, in both epic and tragic poetry, for ' primary ' 
and 'secondary' delays before dvayi'iopiWs ; (2) tendency to lengthen 
the 'secondary' delay, presumably for dramatic effect — a tendency 
that is' strikingly illustrated by Euripides in contrast with Aeschylus 
and Sophocles ; (3) there is no reason to expect an abnormally short 
' secondary ' delay in the Electra of EiTripides, but rather the contrary, 
in order to give the old man an opportunity to satisfy the natural 
curiosity of Electra and the audience by giving them a detailed 
account of his startling discoveries at the tomb of Agamemnon — 
an opportunity that is met, in part, by the passage in question. In 
conclusion, therefore, I have no hesitancy in accepting the disputed 
passage (El. 518-544), considering it so much bombast (to delay the 
recognition), wrongly employed by an indiscreet poet for critical pur- 
poses — a passage that ' smacks ' 41 not ' of the age of Zoilus,' but of 
the age and flavor of Socrates and Aristophanes, the latter of whom 
might well have preferred charges against Euripides for encroaching 
on his literary province. 

there is not a reference to the old man's statements in the disputed passage 1 It 
appears to me that the whole verse is a kind of reiteration and echo of Electra's 
reproach in 524, ovk &£i' av$p6s, & ytpov ao<pov \4ytis. 
41 Tucker's Choephori, p. lxxii. 



